
 

UPDATE REPORT   
 

BY THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF ECONOMIC GROWTH & NEIGHBOURHOOD 
SERVICES  
READING BOROUGH COUNCIL                                                        ITEM NO. 11 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS COMMITTEE: 7th October 2020                         

 
Ward:  Whitley 
App No.: 191265 
Address: St. Pauls, Whitley Wood Lane, RG2 8PN 
Proposal: Redevelop the site, creating a new Church Centre building, 
comprising Cafe, Worship Area, Meeting Rooms, two one bed residential flats 
and also a Health Centre Building. 
Applicant: The PCC of St. Paul’s Church, Whitley 
Deadline: 3/6/20 
Extended Deadline: 27/11/20 
Planning Guarantee 26 week target: 2/9/20 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
As in the main report.  

 
1.  AMENDED INFORMATION 
  

Written Statements  
1.1 Alok Sharma MP has submitted a written statement in support of the 

proposal.  The agent, DLK Architects, has also submitted a written 
statement.  These are in lieu of speaking at committee.  These are 
both included in the appendices below. 
 
Ash Tree – Ecological Survey 

1.2 A further visual survey has been undertaken of the Ash tree close to 
the southern boundary, which would be removed as part of the 
proposed scheme, to determine whether it has the potential to host 
a bat roost.  The survey confirmed that there is no evidence of bats 
(current or historically) and no visible potential roosting features, 
which could be used by bats.  RBC’s Ecologist has confirmed that the 
bat survey has been undertaken by a licensed bat surveyor to an 
appropriate standard and as it is very unlikely that the tree hosts a 
bat roost there should be no bat related constraints to removing the 
tree and no further survey is required.   
 
Access 

1.3 Amended plans have been submitted by the agent which include for 
reconfigured internal layout within the church building, so that there 
would be access from the lift as well as the stairs to the proposed 
first floor flats. 
 

1.4 This would accord with Policy H5. 
 

 Conclusion 
1.5 The recommendation remains as in the main report. 



 

APPENDIX 1: WRITTEN STATEMENT FROM THE AGENTS – DLK ARCHITECTS 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

APPENDIX 2: WRITTEN STATEMENT FROM ALOK SHARMA MP 
 

 



 

APPENDIX 3: PLANS  
 
 
Floor Plans 
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Elevations 
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